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EXODUS XIII. 8, 9, 10. 


And thou ſhalt ſhew thy don in that Day, fa aying, 
mi is done becauſe of that which the LORD did unto 
me, when I came forth out of Egypt. . 

And it ſball be for a Sign unto thee upon thine Hand, 
and for a Memorial between thine Eyes; that the 
LORD Law may be in thy Mouth : fer with @ ſtrong 
Hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt. 


T hou ſhalt therefore keep this Ordinance i in his & ea- 
fon from Lear to Tear. 


HE Application of this Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture to the Deſign of our preſent Meet- 
ing is obvious. I refers to a very 
memorable Interpoſition of Providence in be- 
half of the Children of Iſrael ; and We are 
aſſembled to commemorate an Event of ſimilar 
Importance to Great-Britain. J7ael in Poſleſſi- 
on of the Land of Promiſe, muſt remember 
their Diſtreſs i in Egypt, and their Deliverance : 
And B itons, in the full Enjoyment of Religion 
: and Aberty, reflect on the Danger which once 
B threaten 
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| . both, with the Pleaſure and the Gra- 


© _ titude which flow from Reflection on Danger 


_ eſcaped, Fear diſappointed, and Expefation ex- 
ceeded. 


0 Peglecd that Inftitution which . 

brought to Remembrance the Downfal of E. 
gyptian Tyranny, and Iſrael's Releaſe, was, in a 
Son of Abraham, not only diſgraceful, but crimi- 
nal. Joſeph was now dead: And there aroſe up a 
ew King over Egypt, which knew not Joſeph. 
A total Change of Meaſures enſued, Iſraelites 
were no longer conſidered and treated as favourite 
"Gueſts, but as odious and defpiſed Slaves. They 
| are made to ſerve with Rigour: The full Quan- 
tity of Labour is exacted, while the neceflary 
L | Materials are witheld : Inſult is added to Cruel- 
| | ty. The Royal Mandate dooms every Male- 
l Child to Deſtruction ; the ſweeteſt Fruit of eon- 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


jugal Endearment i is turned i into Gall; Life is ſo 
embittered that it becomes a Burden. If ſuch 
Woe can be heightened, it is heightened, by the 
| Severity of Hope deferred ; and by repeated 
Efforts to ſhake off the Yoke, which had proved 
ineffectual. They were in Poſſeſſion of a divine 
Prediction in their F avour, which ſeemed far 

| from  Accompliſhment ; and of a Promiſe of 

D Peace, 


F 


413 


Peace, of Liberty, of a Country, which was not 
likely to be fulfilled: Their Portion is Miſery 
theit Proſpea Deſpait, 7 8 


But the Time to favour Gov's afflicted: 


Church and People at length arrived. The 

' LORD himſelf gives the Word; the LORD him- 
ſelf appears; all Nature flocks to his Stand- 
ard; every Animal, every Elenieit engages 
in his Cauſe. Stroke after Stroke is inflied; by 
an Army of Frogs and of Flies, the Strength of 
Egypt is broken, and the Pride of Pharaoh 
daſhed to the Ground. At laſt, in one dreadful 
Night, by one awful Blow of JEHOVAH's out- 
ftretched Arm, the Blood of Ten Thoufind In- 
nocents is avenged : The F irft-born« over all 
Egypt fall; Compliance is enforced ; the Ene- 
| wy is confounded ; + Ak is _— 


-- 
LL: 


5 To * the dm af: this great Delive- 
rance, Gop was pleaſed to inſtitute the Ordinavice 
5 of the Paſſover And the Ceremontes attending 

the Celebration of it were intended, ſtrongly. to 


affect and impreſs the Minds of that Generation; 


and to engage Attention, and rouſe, a Spirit of 


Enquiry. in all future Ages : They were deſigned 


to furniſh Parents, to the lateſt Poſterity, with 
LR. the 
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141 
che nobleſt and moſt intereſting Subject of Diſ- 
courſe to their Children; the pureſt Source of 
uſeful Knowledge; ; the moſt powerful Argu- | 
ment to Gratitude, to Love, to Obedience. 
The Paſchal Lamb maſt be eaten every Year, on 
the ſelf-fame Day on - which Salvation was 
- wrought, that the Aged might not heeome for- 
getful, nor the Young remain uninformed; and 
the Obſervance of this Law was injoined under a 


Sanction no leſs formidable, than that of being 
cut off from the Seen af; ad... 


1 us mit the Proſpeck. pg Britain: be the 
Scene, not Egypt: From the Dangers, the Di- 
ſtreſſes, the Deliveranees, and the Duties of 
Iſraelites, let; us turn to the Conſideration, of our 


1 * 


#5 


Nor to be . with the great . 
which gild this illuſtrious Day of the revolving 
Lear, is, in 4 Citizen of Great- Britain, an Argu- 
ment of the moſt ſhameful Ignorance, or the moſt 
.contemptible Indifference. To know them with 
2 Heart unkindled by the hallowed Flame of 
patriotic Love, is to be dead to the fineſt, nobleſt, 
and moſt honourable. F wen of our Nature. 
een een nene 


F I 

To know them, and to glow at the recollection 
of them, without aſeribing the Glory and the 
Praiſe of all, to that Gop, who alone hath 
done for us great Wonders, is to be char- 
geable with the groſſeſt Impiety, and the 
blackeſt Ingratitude. Whatever can touch us as 
Men; whatever can animate us as Britons; 
whateyer can inſpire and elevate us as 
Chriſtians; our perſonal Rights, our public Li- 
berty, our religious Privileges—all, all preſs upon 


our Thoughts, on the Return of the Twelfth of 
Auguſt, and. Wa ef us to Feen and | 


11 0 
Vr a are affbicd. Men,! Brethren and; Fa hi 18 
to celebrate the auſpicious, the happy Acceſſion 
of the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, to the Throne 
of theſe united Kingdoms: an ra which has 
proved a plentiful Spring of Bleſſings innumera- 


ble, not to them only, but to Europe, but to Man- 


kind, 1 a Period of more than rer 
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the neben, the . Na. mh ho chief | 


Corner-Stone was placed of that fair, that wells 
proportioned; that majeſtic, that venerable Struc- 
tyre, whole Materials had been collecting and 
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E 
preparing through! many Ages; * Dimenſions 
were marked out,and whoſe Foundations were laid 
at the Revolution ; whoſe Walls and Columns roſe 
in Beauty, in Stren gth and in comely Proportion, 
under the Government of William III. whoſe 
Splendour dazzled the World, during one half of 
the ſucceeding Reign; and whoſe high Towers 
Tottered from the Bottom to the Pinnacle, during 
the other. —We are aſſembled to celebrate the 
Day, which gave Birth to the eldeſt Hope of this 
great Realm: And propitious be it to the gene- 
ration following; while we join in the moſt affec- 
tionate Wiſhes and fervent Prayers for length of 
1 Days, and increaſing Proſperity to HIM, under 
| whoſe mild and gracious Adminiſtration we have 


the eee to live. 


We will « keep this Ordinatice in his Seaſon, 
. e Year to Year.” Britons! Are all our 
old Men mindful, is all our Youth informed of 
| what God has at ſundry Times, and in diverſe 
Manners perſormed in behalf of theſe Nations? 
or are there no national Bleſſings to be acknow- 
ledged, no wonderful and unexpected Inter poſi- 
tions of Providence to be remarked, no miracu- 


5 | ous Deliverances to be commemorated? - O 


Shame ! 


a 1 

Shame! O Indignation! Attempts were made, 
Attempts almoſt ſucceſsful, are they forgotten 2 
to make Britons ſerve with Rigour; to twiſt in- 
glorious Chains about their free- born Necks; to 


reſtrain their manly Spirit; to fetter Conſcience; 


to bend their ſturdy Knees to a Popiſh Idol. And 
this, not in a foreign Land, an Houſe of Bond- 
age: : In ſuch a Caſe, dire neceſſity, the hard, the 
heavy Hand of Power, might have broken the 


Mind to the ſufferance of it: But at Home, in 
the Inheritance of their Fathers, an Inheritance 
. purchaſed, defended, tranſmitted at the Expence 


of Blood, ,—the Blood of Valour, of Liberty, of 
Wifdom, of Virtue, And this, not by a foreign 
Tyrant, by unknown Deſpots, but by thoſe, whom 


Office, Place and Station; whom Duty and In- 
tereſt called upon, to be nurſing Fathers, and 


8 nurſing Mothers to their native Land. And 


this, not in the rage of Victory, not in the pride 
of Triumph, not in the inſolence of acquired 
_ Superiority; but in the Phlegm of Bigotry, but in 
the malignant Gloom of Superſtition, but in theSul- 
lenneſs of Revenge. 


I call upon you, Friends! Countrymen! to 
reflect upon theſe Things. I call upon you, 
Fathers, to inſtruct your Children in theſe 
Things. With the "0 Iſraelites, they will 

perhaps 
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e 
perhaps be ſaying to you, What is this? 


Why do you obſerve the Twelfth of Auguſt? 


1 ſhall endeavour, in the Spirit of the Text, ww - 
aſſiſt you, in giving, ſomewhat more at large, 


an Anſwer to theſe Queſtions. And in ſo 
doing, it ſhall be my Study, to ſpeak of Things 


as they are, neither. extenuating any thing, nor 
ſetting nn qught 1 in Malice, 


60 You wiſh to "ret my Son, why I devote 
this Day to Joy and Praiſe: Liſten attentively 
to what I ſhall relate, and then judge what rea- 


fon Gon has given Me, and theſe Lands, to 
addreſs his Throne with Songs of Thankſgiv- 


ing. That you may the better comprehend, 
and the more.devoutly feel the intereſting Event 
of which this is the Anniverſary, it may be 
neceſſary to lead your Attention to the Situation 
of this Country during a Period of about Thirty 
Years preceding it, and to the Tranſactions 
which gave Riſe to, and are more immediately 


| connected with "LY 


\ 


= Hao then, ae Aa Century ago, your native 


Country had the infelicity to be governed by a 
Prince of a licentious and diſſipated Character, 


Charles II ee came. to tha Throne in Circum- 


2 — 


5 F- 


ſtances peculiarly favourable to his perſonal and 


domeſtic Proſperity, as well as that of his King- 
dom, but who during the whole Courſe of a 
Reign of Twenty-five Years, through Miſappre- 
henſion, Perverſeneſs, or Neglect, purſuing the 


private and ſeparate Intereſt of the Sovereign, - 
diſregarded that of the State, and thereby ſacri- 
ficed both the one and the other. He is ſaid to 


have poſſeſſed much good. nature, and yet by 
his Authority patronized and encouraged the 


. of others. + He was cold to all Reli- 


f 70 3 | Sion, 


*. 


5 + The whole Alltninifriticn of the Affairs of Scotland, was a 
ſhocking Proof of this.---The Duke of Vork, in perſon, fre 


quently preſided in the Councils of that Kingdom duting the latter 
Vears of Charles's Reign, and the cruel and oppreſſive Meaſures 
of Government ſeem to have extinguiſhed there the Paſſion of Li- 
berty, and in many Inſtances to have driven Men to Madneſs. - 
The Earl of Argyle, for no other Crime, but that of urging in 
Council a conſcientious Scruple reſpecting an abſurd and contra- 
dictory Teſt recently enacted by the Scots Parliament, and offering 
an Explanation in his own behalf, was, a few Days after, commit- 
ed to Priſon, indifted for High-Treaſon and Perjury, and after- 


a Trial, in which not even the Semblance of Juſtice was put on, 
adjudged to have forfeited Honours, Life, and Fortune; and Sen- 
tente paſt againſt him accordingly. A Gentleman of the Name of 
Weir was tried and condemned for having kept Company with one 
Who had been a Rebel, though that Perſon had never been pointed 


(=) 


Sk - 


b 2 3 12 
5 8 FEE. 2 p: 
—_—_— hab . e 


it 
1 
* 
A 
14 
5 * 
1909 
— i 
od 2 

WW 
4 by 
. 1 0 
= 1 
N 

n 
+ (8 
. 
4 
1 

E. 

10 

4 

# 
N 
W_ 
1 . 
LH 

Fs, 
Ps 
1 
. o 

, 

17 

(3 St 
* Co ” 

1 +7 

2. * 

% * 
Ann 
216 
* 

*, : 

"7 2 

0 : hed 
oy Hh 
J. 

20 

5 4 
DF: 4 

«, P 2 
1 Y 

"7. 

FIT | 
"yk } 
0, x 4 
„ 
1 
1-48 
. 

7 
* 5 
*, 
„ 
9 
U 1 
1. 
: 
* 
1 * 

* Lan 
* 7 
75 
* 

475 

4 
. „ 
"a, 

q 19 
Ea 
en 
* . 

4 
+ 
» 2. 

3 
8 
ip | 

i 
by 8 inf 
HH 
1 
PF: £ 
14 
's 
Pa 
* 

4 

. 

> 

* 


= * 
5 * 
r N 
* „ 
£4 < L 4 1 2 
wg, 1-4 0 


2 


n 


Co 
4 "3 7 L „ 2 — — 
3 n . co”, 1 
— 2 * 3 * ———ñ — U — TI rn rr or rs 


2 — 

3 
2 

3 


2 


3 * 2 2 
. 8 — * * I - 


=; Bag"; 


24 
ECL 4A: at 20: 


Wa, 

gion, and perhaps, except in his own Practice, 
not an Enemy to the Religion of his Country, 
yet permitted its harmleſs Profeſſors to be dif. 
e ene Om: ted * Engroſſed 


in 


dut by Proceſs or Proclamation.—-At this time, a Proſecution by 
the Government, and a Condemnation, were, in Scotland, one and 
the fame thing. Above Two Thouſand Perſons were out-lawed, 

on Pretence of their having converſed with Rebels, and they were 
continually hunted in their Retreats by Soldiers, Spies, Informers, 
and oppreſſive Magiſtrates. People living peaceably in their own 
Houſes, were by theſe Wretches aſſailed with enſnaring Queſtions ; 
and upon their refuſing to anſwer, or anſwering diſagreeably to the 
Court-Creed, were, without regard to Age or Sex, dragged to 
capital Puniſhment. ' Wodrow, Vol. II. Hume's Hiſtory of 

nc. Sk a . 


1 The hor cidCuſtom then . in Scotland of ertortingConfeſ- 
ſion from the accuſed, by the Torture, and the Duke was accuſtomed 
perſonally to aſſiſt at theſe barbarous Ceremonies, and to contemplate 
the Agonies of the unhappy Sufferers, with that Cloſeneſs and At- 
| tention which one would beſtow.. on ſome curious Experiment. 
Three Women. were apprehended on a Charge of attending pro- 
hibited religious Aſemblies ; and upon refuſing to abjure a De- 
claration which the Violence. and Cruelty of Government had 
driven them, and their perſecuted aſſociates to make, reſpecting 
publick meaſures, were condemned to die, by drowning. One of 
them was of an advanced Age : the other two were very young : 
one, eighteen Years old, the other, only thirteen. Even theſe in- 
human Perſecutors were aſhamed to.execute the Sentence upon the 
youngeſt ; But the other two, were carried out, and tied to Stakes, 

| within 


112288 

in the purſuit of Pleaſure, he attended little to 
the Duties of his Station. Unjuſtifiable Attach- 
ments, ill judged Partialities, inveterate Preju- 
dices, Indolence of Temper, and Ignorance of 
the proper Arts of Government, led him to 
Car eee 655 : fork 


1 the Sea. mark, « at low Water, has 78 Niue of Death 
might be increaſed by its gradual and lingering Approach. The 
elderly Woman was placed fartheſt in, and by the influx of the 
Tide, was firſt ſuffocated. The younger, ſhocked with the Sight 


of her Companion's Death, and overcome by the Supplications of her 


Friends, conſented to put up a ſhort Prayer for the King, which was 
the Teſt of Submiſſion : Upon which, the Spectators called out, that 
the had ſaved her Life, and ſhe was accordingly looſened from the 
Stake: But the Officer who guarded the Execution, having again 
required her to ſign an Abjuration of her former Principles, and 
the again refuſing, he ordered her inſtantly to be plunged into the 
Water, where ſhe was choaked. Wodrow, Vol. II. P. 50 5. 
Can Charles, with any colour of propriety, be termed. a good - 


natured man, who could, in cold blood, authorize the Perpetration 


of this, and numberlal ſuch Barbarities ?---Can there be a greater 
object of deteſtation than the calm, unrelenting Tyrant, who. 


could abuſe his Brother authority to ſuch horrid purpoſes; and 


who could bring himſelf to be a calma SpeRtator of Scenes, the bare 


Deſeription of which muſt ſhock the feelings of every one who 1 is g 


not dead to the impreſſions of Humanity? His Adminiſtration i in 
Scotland, where he-was but Charles's Repreſentative, afforded Eng- 
land a moſt alarming Proſpe& of what ſhe had to fear, if ever he 
| thould aſcend the Throne of that Kingdom; and the Event dread- 
fully A ue | theſe Apprehenſions were but too vell i fe 
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1 
Form foreign Connections, inconſiſtent with his 
on Honour and Dignity, and deſtructive to 
his People: Hence the Nation was repeatedly 
reduced to great Diſtreſs, involved in Diſgrace, 
and threatened with Ruin: But through the good- 

_ neſs of Providence, while the corrupted Man- 

ners and the pernicious Politicks of the Court 

were wickedly employed to weaken, and diſſolve 
the national Acne rann! Yirtus > preſerved 

n my 


p 7 * 7 * a 
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RY, C « The next Heir to the 8 8 a 
2 Saebnined: and inflexible adherent to theChurch 
of Rome; whoſe Spirit breathes" nothing but 
| 'Hoftility to the moſt valuable Rights and Pri- 

vileges of Mankind, Britain had every thing : 
to fear from tlie Succeſſion of ſuch a Prince, — 
Te Forrours of a former Popiſh Reign occur- 
red to the Mi nds of Men, Fre reemen and Pro- 
teſtants appalled at the Thought of Priſons re- 
built, of Fines renewed, of Perſecution revived, 
of Fir ires rekindled, for the Puniſhment of thoſe 


14 Krol. 


whom. Popery, micht deem Heretics, united in 
| vigorous | Efforts for the Excluſion of the Duke 
of Vork: But through the partiality of the 


reigning Monarch to his Brother, not improba- 
bly 


144301 


bly to his Brother's Principles, $ theſe juſt and 


r borer Efforts ſucceeded not. nnn 
on 


* 


8 1 . reſiſt my RE tn a to copy the Portraits of the 
two Brothers, as they are ſketched by the maſterly Pencil of one 
cho had ſtudied them well, who cannot be ſüſpected· of Preju- 
dice againſt them, and who lived, ſeverely to repent an Attach- 


ment ta the Family which inyolved him i in n merited- Pipe and | 


| | Ruin. 


Mp The two Brothers, PIP and James, W infefted 
"a Popery to fuch Degrees, us their i Claratimy 
admitted of. Charles had Parts; and his good Underſtanding 
ſerved as an Antidote to repel the Poiſon. James, the ſimpleſt 
- Man of his Time, drank off the whole Chalice. The Poiſon met 
in his Compoſition, with all the Fear, all the Credulity, and all 
me Obſtinacy of Temper, proper to increaſe its Virulence, and to 
. trengthen its Effect. The firſt had always a wrong bias upon 
him: He conniyed at the Eſtabliſhment,” and indirectly contribu- 
ted to the Growth of that Power, which afterwards diſturbed. the 
Peace, and threatened the Liberty of Europe fo often; but he went 
no farther out of the Way: The Oppoſition of his Parliaments, 
- and his own Reflections ſtopped him. here, The Prince and the 
People were indeed mutually jealous of one another, from whence 
much preſent Diſorder flowed, and the Foundation of future Evils 
vas laid : But his good and bad Principles combatting ſtill toge- 
ther, he maintained, during a Reign of more than Twenty Vears, 
in ſome tolerable Degree, the Authority of the Crown, and the 
flouriſhing Eftate of the Nation. The laſt, drunk with ſuperſti- 
 tious, and even enthuſiaſtic Zeal, ran headlong into his own Ruin, 
whilſt he endeavoured to precipitate ours; His Parliament and 


his 


—— 2 2 
2 7 90 * 2 r th ag. _— , * — 4 ” N —— _ . 2 
— I ERS 54 to — — Sz > Seve PE _0 . a r 2 A 1 _ 2 _ — ” P 8 „ — Es ——— Wa 40 
* — - : * * XJ 4 * Y — 2 3 — 5 W. a 2 fo _ * * — - SLE — „ 2 2 - 
p 2 a ” * _ — 2 . . — 9 2 5 22 — | - — +4 * 8 4 * Ss — ® * - 1 2 © - OO s 
To a & 2 n 2, +4 x woes meat. _ APATITE oo oe Ss wr. - * x Seb I — £4 2-5 I 4 » * - oY . — . 2 2 1 * r 
Pen 2 "AY r . EE 3 Ta * ES < > n * — - 8 92 A rr 22, ... 
— oe 7 G b . - A 5 > "» - 2 — * a 5 * - . Tz = = — 4 5 5% 2 * 
br a * No <4. 4 if 7 MEE ES Io . v — 2 N. 3 N e A 2 4 x - > a——<> Loo - © 0 22 XP. p CY . — 8 — - 1 
| he ng, , : By — * 7 . I F2 +» * 2 : — . — I 35 2 rr ro 8 7 » 
7 * : I : _ . 2 — — — * 4 —— —U — — — — 2» — = — * 


* . 
„ r 


— ew 


ba = : l = 
= = - _ = 
— —u— — — — — eo — -n ĩͤ ————7*²ð —— 
— _ \ 


— ſ—— — äãä4äũ—œ— rn es — - 


—— 
— — — — 


— nn a> enero — et mane x 


— . - 
— — ͤ Zñ'̃ʒñ U— 4) 0/1 — 


L 
on the Death of Charles 1 in 1685, Jar ames mount- 


ed the T hrone. What enſued? Vehement 
Proteſtations of a determined Reſolution to 


maintain the eſtabliſhed Government both in 


Church and State, were made: : Meaſures ſub- 
verſive of the Conſtitution, adopted and pur- 
ſued, | Revenues were levied by Royal Autho- 
rity, without deigning to aſk, or wait for, the 
concurrence of Parliament. Royalty with all 
its Wb and in the 4 ace of the — goes 


forth 


 kis people, did all they could to five themſelves 7 winning hin. 


But all was vain: He had no Principle on which they could take 


hold. Even his good Qualities worked againſt them, and his Love 


of his Country went halves with his Bigotry. | How: he" ſucceeded, 
we have heard from our Fathers. The'Revolution of One Thou- 

fund; _ 5 and e 1 0 ruined 
3 Lord Bolingbroke" s Teuer t sir Willim Wyndham. 4 


Whoever is defirous of having fall-Satisf:iion 'reſpeſting the 
Expediency, and indeed the Neceſſity of the Revolution, and 
the Hanover Succeſſion, let him carefully peruſe the Whole of this 
very elegant Performance. It is the Teſtimony of an Adverſary, 


and therefore may be truſted. Lord Bolingbroke is well known to 


have been but a cold Friend to the former, and to have done all he 
could to defeat the latter; and yet this Letter, whoſe primary Ob- 
ject is a Vindication of his own Conduct to his Jacobite Friends, 
is perhaps the beſt Defence of both that ever was made. 


Ek I 


forth to join in the illegal, and abhorred Service of 
the Maſs. A Meſſenger is diſpatched to Rome 


to proſtrate the Majeſty of England at the Feet 
of the Pope; and Meaſures are concerted for 
the ſolemn re-admiſſion of this Proteſtant King- 


dom into the Boſom of the Catholic Church. 


A Power of diſpenſing with the Laws of the 


Land, is claimed and exerciſed. Military Ty- 


ranny is encouraged and ſupported:} The Bri- 
| | tiſh 
1 Upon the Suppreſſion of the Duke of Monmouth's ill- con- 
certed Inſurrection, a looſe was given to every Species of Cruelty. 
Colonel Kirke, who was truſted with a very extenſive Command, 
had ſerved long at Tangiers, and had largely imbibed the ſavage 
| Spirit of that Country. Immediately upon his Entrance into 
Bridgewater, he hanged up Nineteen Perſons, without making any 
Enquiry into the Merits of the Cauſe. In the very wantonneſs of 
Barbarity, he would order a certain Number to be executed, while 


he and his Company drank the Health of the King, or the Queen, 
or Judge Jefferies. Obſerving the convulſive Motions of their 


Limbs in the Agonies of Death, he ſaid he would give them Muſic 


to dance by, and commanded the Drums to beat, and the Trum- | 


pets to ſound. He would by way of Experiment hang a Man | up 


three or four Times, and ply him at every Interval with inſult- ; 


ing Queſtions. A beautiful young Damſel, threw herſelf at his 
Feet, to beg her Brother's Life: The Charms of Youth, Beauty, 
and Innocence, heightened by Diſtreſs, inflamed the Monſter 8 
Appetite, without ſoftening his Heart: He promiſed to pardon the 
Brother, if ſhe would agree to gratify his Luſt. Siſterly affection 
prevailed over the abhorrence of Proftitution, and ſhe conſented to 


the ſhocking Condition. He ordered the Windows of the Cham- 
| | bes 


6 ] 
tin Seat of E is converted into a Spaniſh | 


| Tribunal of W An inhuman Jefferies 8 
on finiſhes 


ber where they paſſed the Night to be opened by hk of "8 

and the violated Maid on, her firſt looking abroad, was preſented 

with the dreadful Spectacle of her beloved Brother hanging on a 

f Gibbet, ſecretly erected on the Spot, by Kirke's particular Direc- 
[ tion: Indignation and Remorſe took poſſeſſion of her Mind, and 
the total loſs of Reaſon was ſoon the Conſequence. | The Inhabi- 

tants of Somerſetſhire and Devonſhire, innocent as well as guilty 

were expoſed to the Ravages of this infernal Barbarian. The 
Soldiery were let looſe upon the Country, and his own Regiment, 
animated by the Exhortation, and inſtrufted by the Example of 

' their Commander, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by every kind of Bru- 
tality. With a pleaſantry ſuited to ſuch a Character, he called 

them bis Lambs, an Appellation which was long remembered with 
horrour in the Weſt of England, ---Hume' s Hiſtory ” Britain, 


= Chap. LXX. 


5 The Weſtern Counties ſoon experienced in the Progret of 
Jefferies that the Severity of Law, could equal at leaſt, the Out- 
rages of unreſtraineg Military T) yranny. He ſet out upon his 
Circuit with a ſavage Joy, anticipating that plentiful Harveſt of 
Biood and Death which his Soul longed after: And he glutted 
himſelf to the full. At Dorcheſter Two Hundred and Ninety- 
two received Sentence of Death, of whom Eighty were execu- 
ted. Exeter was the next Stage of his Cruelty: two hundred and 
forty- three were there tried, and a very conſiderable Number of them 


condemned and executed; many were ordered for Execution: imme - 


diately on receiving gentence. Taunton and Wells in Succeſſion ex- 
9 4 | 5 pee | hibited | 


E 
Rhilties the horrid Scene of Blood which a fa 
vage Kirke had begun—Neither Age, nor Sex, 


7 nor 
- Like Scenes of Horrour. The whole Country was ſtrewed with 
the Heads and Limbs of Traitors. Every Village almoſt, beheld: 
the mangled Carcaſe of a wretched Inhabitant. S:ern Jaſtice un- 

| tempered by the ſmalleſt Infuſion of Mercy, equally confounded 
andi intimidated Priſoners, Juries. and Spectators. Every Foot- 


ſtep of Jetfexies was marked with Characters of- Blood; The 
innocent and the virtuous were the particular Objects of his Fu- 


ry. Let the two following Inſtances ſerve as a Specimen. Mrs. 
Gaunt was an Anabaptiſt, noted for a Beneficenoe, which ex- 
tended to Perſons of all Profeſſions and Denominations. - Ore 
_ who had been in Arms under Monmouth, knowing her humane 
Diſpoſition, had recourſe to her in his Diſtreſs, and was by her 
,concealed in the Hour. of Danger. A Proctamation being iſſued, 
| which offered Indemaity, and promiſed Rewards. to ſuch as 
ſhould diſcover Criminals, this ungrateful Wretch took the Op- 
| portunity of it, to betray his Benefactreſo, and upon his Evi- 
dence ſhe was condemned. He was pardoned for his Treachery: 
She was burned alive for her Charity. Lady -Liſle was ptoſe- 


cuted for harbouring two Rebels, the Day after the Battle of 


Sedgemoor; and Jefferies puſhed on the Trial with the moſt un- 

| relenting Violence. The venerable Woman pleaded on her De- 
- fence, that the Perſons on whoſe Account the was charged, had 
never been put into any Proclamation, nor had been t-ied ind 
convicted before any Court: taat ne Dvidence was ad luced 

ef her having any Knowledge of their Guilt; that it was no- 
| toriqus in the whole Neighbourhood,! ſhe had cver been of ley- 
al Principles, had cærefully inſtilled them into her Scn and 
that ſhe had aually ſent him out, at that very time, to fight 
| fer 


| 
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11 
nor Innocence, can ſave thoſe, whom a cruel, vin. 
dictive, wrelnting. Court hag reſolved to de- 
grey. "4 ls 
*Tazzz uphappy Kingdoms © lay bleeding 
une Three Years a the Feet of a languinary 


Prince, 
Sor hiv Kioge nt thog very Rebels, whom the was accuſed 
of protecting. Theſe Arguments made à deep Impreſſion upon 
ths Jury ; Twice they brought in a favourable Verdit : Twice 
they were {ent back with Threatenings and Reproaches from: the 

Bench, with. wham it was determined tg make @ Sacrifice of the 
aged Priſoner ; At length they were terrified into Compliance, 
and brought her in gu/y. Every Application for her Pardon was 

Fruitleſs; che cruel and unjuſt Sentence was executed. The in- 

fexiblez-compoſed Tyrant coolly excuſed himſelf by faying, de 
e e promiſe yortoparien her, a_- 


Inn Ireland-the Maſk was wholly taken e. - Ther the Ki 
thought himſelf at Liberty to go every length, that Zeal and Vio- 
| Jens prompted. - The Proteſtants were diſarmed, and left naked 
to the fury of their Catholic Enemies. The Officers of the Army, 
to the Number of Three Hundered, were broke, becauſe they were 
"Proteſtants, though many of them had purchaſed their Commiſ- 
ſions. About Four or Five Thouſand private Soldiers were diſ- 
| miſſed for the ſame Reaſon, ſtripped of their Regimentals, and 
* turned out ta ſtarve in the Streets. A, barbarous Barditti, more 
fierce than even diſciplined Ruffians, were let looſe on that 
wretched Country, and the horrours of the former Maſſacre 

9 * . TA co 


Tg 1 


Prince, whoſe tender Mercies were Cruelty. 
Proteſtants of every Denomination * without Re-- 


gard to any other Diſtinction, endured all that 


Malice could af or | Revenge. inflict,” . 


e Ir 88510 ſhock Homanles od. excite Re- 
fentment, at the Diſtance of Ninety Years now 
elapſed, to enter into a particular: Detail of the 
Enormities which disfigure this Period of Britiſh 


Story. It i is the painful and diſguſting Province 


of the ere e to n. them at 9 and 


. * ames indeed 8 2 ks of Pelle, 3 which he 


expected great Things, as it carried the Appearance of Lenity. 
He affected to be a great Patron of Toleration; He expreſſed a 


_ diſlike of all perſecuting Laws; He ſuſpended them by his 


Authority, and publiſhed a Declaration of general Indulgence, 
-This was a Bait thrown out to catch the Diſſenters, with a View 
to detach them from the Intereſts of their Country; and at the 
fame Time to ſcreen Papiſts from the Pains of Law. But the 
artifice was diſcovered: Proteſtant Nonconformiſts knew the 
King, and underſtood their Principles too well to become dhe 
Dupes of ſuch an inſidious Kindneſs. Had they ; been ever ſo 
much diſpoſed to ſhut their Eyes on the preſent Occaſion, and to 
accept the proferred Indulgence, the King's Treatment of the 
Preſbyterians i in Scotland muſt have undeceived them. He had juſt 
applied tothe Parliament of that Kingdom for an Indulgence in 
favour of the Catholics alone, without eomprehending the Preſby- 
berians, which that Aſſembl y had the Spirit — | | 
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you have heard enough, my young Friend, to 
rouſe up all that is virtuous and manly in you, 
Happily, the Court was too violent, and the 
Nation too ſpirited, to admit of a long Continu- 
| ance of ſuch Scenes. The inſulted Genius of an 
injured People at length awaked to juſt Ven- 
geance, and ſpeedily exhibited an Example, for- 
midable to Violence and Tyranny, highly ho- 
. nourable to the Actors i in that great Scene, and 
to their Country, encouraging t to Virtue, and i in- 
ſtructive! to Mankind,” _ | 


Men of all Parties and Denominations ; the 
Parliament, the Church, the Army; Conformiſts, 
Diffenters ; the City, the Country, filled with juſt 
Indignation, reſolved to reject che gloomy ang 
bigotted Tyrant, who had dared to trample upon 
the deareſt Rights, the hereditary Privileges of 
Britons : Wearicd out with the perſevering Vio- | 
lence and- Oppreſſion of a Court, which no Sub- 
miſſions could mollity, no Intreaties could bend - 
no Terrours but thofe of Superſtition could inti- 
midate, and no Teacher but Experience could 
inſtruct; the. N ation, as one Man, looked for Sue 


cour, to à neighbouring Prince, whoſe Confort 


* 
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was the apparent Heireſs of A Eran, and the 
darling Object of Britain's, 8 fondeſt Hopes and 
Wiſhes, and who himſelf poſſeſipd. 2 \ Wiſdom, ang 


Virtue, and was attended with a Fuceeſs, which 
; have long, and deſervedly. been- the favourits 


Theme of Britiſh Tongues and Pens. He een. 


gaged i in the generous Deſign of aſſiſting dan, ing 
* ur ured and inſulted rene F Eden dae on 
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5h A Train of remarkable Circumſtanees — this Ins: 
portan Expeflition, have engaged the Attention of ſerious Minds + 
in reflecting uppn it, 1 The Prince of Orange 8 Fleet, on its firſt 


ſetting out, was put back by a violent Storm; but the Delay of a 
few Days was all the Loſs ſuſtained, That of the King, had 


almoſt got out of the River to oppoſprhim, ut by a ſudden 


42 


Change of che Wing, it was faſt locked i in; and the Prince of - 
5 Courſe, being as much favoured by it, again put ts Sea, paſſed 
the Streights- of Dover Wirhout Moleſtation, and arrived ſafelp 
at Torbay on the fourth Bay; being the 5th of November; and the 

8 Annjver fary of the Gunpoyder-Treaſon. Part of his Fleet, by. 
Miſtake of the Pilot, had failed beyond Torbay and Parte, 


mouth Harbour, the Places of Rendezyous, and was under great * 
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Apprehenſion of being forced into Plymouth. Such a Separa- 


tion might have proved very unfavourable to the Cauſe, eſpe- 
Gally as the Affections of the Governour of Plymouth were 
doubtful, if not unfriendly; but the Wind" unexpeRedly fel, : 
and permitted them in a few Hours to work back into the Ray to 
join their Companions. The Coaſt was found wonderfully com- 
NO _ OY * Ove, * a Cos me ims 


* 
* 
1 
my 
+ 
* 1 
3 f 
4 C 
_ 
1 
"8 
.-= 
. 45 
=_ 
[ 
* 0 
"= 
K 
7 { 
1 
24 ö 
4 8 N 
17 4 
,* 
bo s 
. 1 
1 
8 * * ! # 3s f 
757 „ . : p L. 7 
. * * 
1 Ms 9 
% 1 4 19 
” - pd = 
a * " + - 7 a — F — a 
7 . a 0 it F< * 
* - q 
4 ©4350 4 


+ 
F 
! 
; 


2 pe BET” 
* INES DI 
n - 22 
7 5 . Ter . 


t 2 1 
che Attempt, 20d h he proſßerel.— James, who 
had made Himſelf obnoxious to all, was now de- 
fſerted of all;  fiis Timidity it flying ſrom Danger, 
equalled” His former Stupidity in deſpiſing ft: 
Having no Reſource i in the Affections of his Sub- 
jeds, in the Approbation of his own Mind, nor 
* the Support nden, he precipitately aban- 


1822 


by " "MEAD 4 =" the Heroic William received 
from the Hands of a-gallant and-grateful People, 
that Crown which the violent and * 
* had ſhaken fr om his own Head.” = 


46 From! this Amd Period, 
in the Annals of Britiſh Hiftory, by the Name of | 
Tux RzvoLuTion, the Nation poſteſſed of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Virtue, to form and to eſtabliſh a Syſtem 
of Goverament favourable to Liberty and Hap- 
1 began to joy the Sweets of it. To ren- 

A . der 


— enſued, Sede chat Service without any fois 
- Fiiption,--The Eaſineſs of the Weather had brought out the 
King's Fleet, and they were advanced in the Puffvit as far as 
the Ifle of Wight. Providence again interpaſed 3 a violent Gale 
of Wind sprung up from the Welt, which, after tofſing chert 
about for Teveral Days, forced them at length, in à very ſhat⸗ 


tered Condition, into Portſmouth, where they remained unſer 
— Vienabloalithat Seaſon,co-Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times. 
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der this Enjoyment complete, it hecame neceſ. 
ſary to provide a Security againft future Evils, of 
the fame. Nature with that which had been ap- 
plied as a Remedy to the paſt. The Security 
propoſed and enacted, was a Law which entirely, 
and for ever, excluded from all hope of Succeſſion 
to the Crown, the popiſh Poſterity of the exiled 
Sovereign; ; and which, ſettled it, in Favour of the 
Proteſtant Family of Hanover, whoſe Right of 
Blood was indiſputable; whoſe Religion, being 
that of the Nation, warranted the continuance, of 
this invaluable Bleſſing; and whoſe Character for 
Valour, Wiſdom and Moderation, promiſed that 


public F. elicity, which long, * has hap- 
plly 2 realized, nl 


* Towards the — of * Anne's 
Reign, the "Tempeſt | gathered again, and 
threatened the public Tranquility.” The happy 
Settlement of the Succeffion, which King William 
had fo anxiouſly laboured to eſtabliſh, was brought 
into imminent Danger, Thoſe Miniſters who, 
| Jad ſteadily and uniformly. extihdied a Regard 
to Revolution Principles, that is, to the Civil and 
a Religious Rights of Mankind; and who. had 
ſerved the Queen faithfully and ſucceſsfully for 
ſeveral glorious Years, were now turned out, and 


their Places filled * Men of a very different 
Spirit, 


— — - — —U—ä—ä—, 


' 


L a4 } 
Spiri, wh Es the declared Senſe of the 


Nation, conceived' the fatal Deſign of ſetting aſide 
theSucceflion, and of calling back to the Throne, 


upon the Queen's demiſe, the rejected Iſſue T of 


the Popiſh Tyrant. What were then, Britons, 
Chriſtians, Proteſtan ts, What were then yout 
Feelings? What were then your Fears? Some 
are yet alive to tell, and ſhudder at the horrid 
Recollection. It pleaſed Gop in his great Mercy 
again to interpoſe, and to diſperſe the thick 
Cloud. He brought about the Revolution by 
employing Men as his Inſtruments; but here he 
took The great Work, immediately into his own 
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t tt was at leaſt greatly doubted, and 1 not without an 8 
Ane of Reaſon, by a great Part of the Nation, whether the 
Child, produced as Prince of Wales, really was the Iſſue ef 
James II. Nothing h has carried Men greater Lengths than re- 
ligious Bigotry; and James was capable of doing any thing the 
Spirit of Popery could ſuggeſt. It is certain, that the Exhibi- 
tion of this Child, by the Indignation it raiſe: -among .the Peo- 
ple, and the Apprehenſion with, which. it filled the Prince and 
» Princeſs- of Orange, - from the Danger which threatened her 
Tide, | hurried on the Revolution, and, if it was 1 
Impoſture, peedy puniſhed itſelf. To us, it is a Matter of no 
Conſequencer (whether 4 Fraud. was committed i in this Caſe br 


not; 5 [Whoever was the Father; the Son and his Poſterity ere 


e cut off from inheriting the Crown. of Great-Britain : An 
Excluſion more formidable and more, latisfyi ying > than even a di- : 


| rect Proof of Impoſture. e * . 
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Hands, | The Lok D, who removelb Kings, and 
ſetteth up Kings, who cauſeth the Wrath of Man 
to praiſe him, and reſtraineth the Remainder 
thereof, he ſends forth his awful Meſſenger, - 
Death; the Breath departs; the Throne is vaca- 
ted; the half-finiſhed Deſign evaporates into emp- 
ty Air; the much to be remembered firſt of 
Auguſt + dawns upon the Britiſh Iſles; the Shades 
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+ It is not Superſtition, it is Patriotiſm, it is Gratitude to 
Gov for his great- Goodneſs, which conſiders the fir, now, by the 

Alteration of the Style, the 12th of Auguſt, as aDay which wears 

an Aſpect of peculiar Benignity to this Country. On that Day, in 
the Year 1714, Queen Anne died, and George I. ſucceeded to 
the Throne. On the 12th of Auguſt, 17 59, the important and 
decifive Victory on the Plains of Minden was obtained over the 
French, by the Bleſſing of God, upon the Arms of Britain. 
On the rath of Auguſt, 1762, the Moro Caſtle was taken by | 
Storm, and the - Havannah with the | Spaniſh Fleet, and of 
Courſe the whale Ifland of Cuba, fell into the Hands 
of his Majeſty's Admiral and General. On the '12th 
of Auguſt, 1362, 'GEORGE, the , preſent Prince of Wales, 
was born, almoſt at the very Moment of the Day, that 

his Great-great Grandfather acceded to the Throne, forty-eight 
Years, before. .And,on the 12th of Auguſt, 1763, the immenſe 
Treaſure, taken on Board the Spaniſh/ Galleon Hermione, arrived 
at the Tower of London. If it be a Weakneſs to make 
this Enumeration, the Enthuſiaſin, which is naturally ex · 
cited by anniverſary Commemorations, will, with the good- 
natured and the candid, plead its Excuſe. 
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[ 26 J 
of Night flee away; ne Reigns; * Sor- 
row is turned into Joy.“ 


C Proteſtant Diſſenters had peculiar Reaſon to 


rejoice in this Event: They had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their Zeal and Activity, in the 


Settlement of the Succeſſion, in favour of the 


preſent Royal Family; they were, to a Man, de- 
termined to maintain it; they had thereby ren- 
dered themſelves peculiarly obnoxious to a Jaco- 
bituſh Miriſtry who were endeavouring to alter 
it. Reſentment had already marked them out 


ſor Puniſhment; nay, the Attack was actually 
begun. A Bill * breathing Crue and Revenge 


againſt 


* It is well known by the Name of the Schiſm Bill, and was 
directly levelled againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. Among other 


Things, it enacts, „That no Perſon in Great- Britain, or Wales, 


mall keep any public or private School, or Seminary; or teach 
and inſtruct Youth, as Tutor or Schoolmaſter, who has not firſt 
ſubſcribed the Declaration to conform to the Church of England, 
and has obtained Licenſe from the reſpective Dioceſan, or Or- 
dinary of the Place: or, upon Failure of ſo doing, may be com- 
mitted to Priſon, without Bail or Mainprize. And that no ſuch 


Licenſe ſhall be granted, before the Party produces a Certificate, 
of his having received the Sacrament, according to the Commu- 
nion ef the Church of Eagland, in ſome Pariſh-Church, within 

| | bk 


1 

againſt Diſſenters was framed, and, after a vehe- 
ment Struggle, about a Month before the Queen's 
Death, paſſed into a Law. The Alarm was gene- 
ral, the approaching Diſtreſs great; no Deliverer 
appeared. Mark again, and adore the wonder- 
working Hand of Heaven. On the 1ſt of Auguſt; 
this vindictive Act was to take place: And that 
yery Day, fo it pleaſed the great Ruler of all 
Events, terminated- Queen Anne's Life, con- 


founded the Enemy and the Avenger, plucked 
the Sting from the oppreſſive Statute, and defeat- 


ed its malicious Intention. If then Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ſuffered ſo ſeverely, and had ſo much 
greater Diſtreſs to fear, under a Female and a Pro- 
teſtant Adminiſtration of high prerogative Prin- 
ciples; what had they not to apprehend and to 
ſuffer, i if God, in his Diſpleaſure, ſhould have per- 

$45 1 , . mitted 
* Vear before btinidg ſuch Licenſe. That if any Perſon 
teaches any other Catechiſm, than what is ſet forth in the Come 
mon- Prayer, his Licenſe ſhall be thenceforth-void, and he be lia- 
ble to the Penalties of the A 


What 2 Rod of Iren might this Act have proved in the Hands 


of the arbitrary Wretches, who contrived it, and certainly meant 
to execute it with Rigour * ? What an Argument to Gratitude, 


that theſe Things were known to our Fathers only by Appre« 
henſon, and to us only by Report. 
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_ mitted a Male Tyrant, trained up in the Deſpo- 
tiſm of France, and the bigotry of Rome, inherit- 
ing his Father's Prejudices, and actuated by Fa- 
mily Refentments, to mount the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms? Who muft have fallen the firſt 
Victims to the Fury of ſtern James's Poſterity ? 
Thoſe ſurely, who were moſt ative in bringing 
about the Revolution, and in preferving the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion. Had the horrid Peſign proved 
ſucceſsful, they, they would have been marked 
out for ſignal Vengeance, Had the wicked 
Scheme of Anne's laſt Miniftry been matured, or 
their Counſels remained united, or the Queen's 
Life prolonged—gracious Heaven! inſtead of 
aſſembling, as at this Day, under the Counte- 
nance and Protection of the Civil Government, to 
Worſhip Gop according to our Conſtiences, and 
to expreſs our mutual Congratulations and Satis- 
faction, we might have been ſkulking in Corners, 
venting our Complaints in filent Tears, ſhocking 
the Eye of Humanity with our Torments, tainting 
the Air with our mangled Limbs, or, till more 
ſhocking, committing ſuch Barbarities as Nature re- 
coils at, upon our fellow Creatures: Therefore, | 
ve obſerve the twelfth of Auguſt, becauſe that on 


T a9 9 : 

it, Gop was graciouſly pleaſed to ſeatter the thund- 
er- impregnated Cloud, which was ready to burſt 
on this Nation, by ſending us a viſe and aahode- 
rate Prince to reign over us, the Rule of whoſe 
Conduct was Law, not Paſſion; and becauſe he has 
given, and promiſes to continue, a Succeſſion of 
Princes, of the ſame Spirit, as of the fame Blood. 
1s not a Tranquility of ſixty- three Years, worthy 


the Commemoration of a few Hours? While 


that Tranquillity is lengthened out, is not the 
annual Acknowledgement of it, our Honour and 
Privilege, as well as our Duty? Let us meaſure 
our Gratitude, by our Danger and our Deliver- 
ance, and it will be the Employment, not of one 
1 but of all the * in the Year.” 


Be. «In the Caſe of Ifrael in NAP? you know, 
my Son, Gon interpoſed by his Command, to ſe- 
cure a perpetual Remembrance, as he had before 


interpoſed by his Power to reſcue. As your Mer- 


cies are not inferi ior, let your Gratitude be at 
leaſt equal. To uſe the beautifully expreſſive 
Language of Moſes on that Occaſion, let this 
Day's ſolemnity be for a Sign unto thee upon 
thine Hand,” like a Ring, worn in Memory of 
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1 
ſome departed Friend, or in Reſpect to one at a 
Diſtance, or out of Affection to one greatly be- 
loved and for a Memorial between thine Eyes,” 
as a legible and diſtinct Inſcription on a monu- 
mental Pillar, commanding the Attention as often 
as you frequent the Place of public Reſort; 
That the LORD's Law may be in thy Mouth,” 
as the Watch-Word in the Camp, the Sign of 
Union, and the Bond of Safety. Thou ſhalt 
therefore keep this Ordinance in his Seaſon from 
Year to Year,” 


| Havin g endeavoured, ith as 8 Weriey 
as the Caſe would permit, to ſuggeſt an Anſwer 
to the Queſtion, which the young, the uninform- . 
ed, or the Stranger might put, on ſeeing us aſſem- 

ble together at this Seaſon; J ſhall employ the 
| Remainder of the Diſcourſe, in attempting to 
juſtify and to recommend our Practice, by ſhew- 
ing the Utility and Importance of it, in a poli- 
tical, moral, and religious View. | | 


I. The occaſional and anniverſary Recollection 
of great Events, is highly uſeful and important, 
in political Light. In order to excel in any Art 

5 1 


E : 


or - Profeſſions in order to make a Man exert hin 


ſelf with Vigour in any Enterprize, and to give 
him Delight in the Enjoyment of any Bleſſing, a 

Tincture of Enthuſiaſm is abſolutely neceſſary : 
And nothing has a more dire& Tendency to kin- 


dle, and keep alive that Spirit, than the ſocial In- 


tercourſe of Perſons embarked in the ſame Cauſe, 
united by a common Intereſt, ſuffering the ſame 
Calamities, or enjoying the ſame Benefits. Com- 


munication is the fuel of Zeal. As united Fires 
burn more vehemently, and as Iron ſharpeneth 


Iron, ſo is the holy ardour of Patriotiſm lighted 


up to a purer Flame, and the Spirit of Friendſhip 


whetted to greater keenneſs and brightneſs, by 
the bleſſed interchange of animated Looks, ac- 


ceptable Words, and ſocial Employments. Who 


has not obſerved, who has not felt the celeſtial 
Fire, quick as the ſtroke of Electricity, or the 
Lightning's flaſh, dart from Soul to Soul, while 
Men were engaged in the ſame Acts of Devotion, 


or even in partaking of the innocent, convivial 


Delights of a ſocial, temperate Meal, which 
brought to their Remembrance ſome amiable 
Friend, ſome common Benefator, or ſome public 
Deliverance? And is not the Union and the Ars 
dou? 
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dour of her Sons, che Ret and the Strength of 


a Nation? 


Thevery Extravagances of patriotic Enthuſiaſm, 


If not praiſe-worthy, are at leaſt pardonable. 1 


could wiſh all my Countrymen to believe, that 
their Iſland is, by far, the fineſt in the World; 


their Form of Government the beſt; their Rivers 


and Cities, their Ships and Fortrefles, their Ad- 


mirals and Generals, their Seamen and Soldiers, 


far ſuperior to all of the ſame Kind, in any other 


Country: For the Belief of theſe Things, actually 
makes them ſuch. I could even wiſh it to be 
believed, that Providence is more propitious to 


us than to our Adverſaries, nay, than to our 


Neighbours; for ſuch Perſuaſion makes Provi- 


dence to be more acknowledged, reſorted unto, 
and confided in; and Deliverances already 
wrought, while they produce Gratitude upon 
the Recollection, lay, at the fame Time, a Foun- 
dation of pleaſing Hope for the Time to come. 


The World has lately been preſented with 4 
Refinement on Chriſtianity, which attempts to 
205 ſmother 


8 | 
ſmother that Flame, which we wiſh to kindle, 
and which, in my Apprehenſion, is not warrant- 
ed by the Conſtitution of human Nature, nor the 


Concluſions of right Reaſon, nor the Genius of 


the Goſpel. This modern Refinement would re- 
preſent the Spirit of Patriotiſm, the Love of one 
particular Country, as too narrow and iiliberal to 
conſiſt with the comprehenſive, the generous, the 
benevolent Religion of Jeſus Chriſt ; The 
World is held up by it, as our Country, and 
Mankind, as our fellow Citizens. The Heart 
rejects this Idea; for He who made it, taught it 
to glow with Affection, not for the Globe, but 
for Athens, for Rome, for Jeruſalem, for Bri- 
tain; and to rejoice, at meeting not with a Man, 
but with a Friend, a Countryman, a fellow Ci- 
tien. Reaſon acknowledges it not, for Reaſon 
diſcovers at one Glance, that the World, and the 
whole human Race, are Objects too vaſt for the 
Mind to take in, and that every Attempt to 
ſtretch it beyond what its Texture will bear, di- 


miniſhes its Strength, and renders it incapable of 


| Exertions, otherways within its Compaſs, The 
Wiſe. and the Good of every Age and Nation, 


haye ranked the Love of our own Country, a- 
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ES 
mong the -firſt of Wen! and moſt of the 


{ſplendid Actions which adorn the hiſtoric Bane, 
and delight Mankind, are derived from this 


Source. To aſcribe ſuch a Notion to the Goſpel, 
is doing it a manifeſt Injuſtice, is a palpable Miſ- 


apprehenſion, or Miſrepreſentation of its Au- 


thor, its Nature, and Deſign. Jeſus Chriſt loved 
his Country, and his Countrymen, notwithſtand- 

ing their Cruelty, Unnaturality, and Ingratitude 
to him : Witneſs his particular and anxious 
Concern about e loft Sheep of the Houſe of Tjrae! : 


Witneſs his affecting Tears, and pathetic La 


mentation over. the devoted Metropolis of his 


Country: Witneſs his Charge to his Diſciples to 


begin their Progreſs of Preaching and Teaching 
at Feruſalem. The Goſpel ſurely was never in- 
tended to eradicate the honeſt and the virtuous 
Feelings of our Nature, but to improve them. 
The Goſpel conſiders Man in his preſent con- 
fined, Imperfect State; propoſes to him Obj:&s 
within his Reach; inſpires Sentiments ſuited to 


his Condition, and preſcribes Rules of Conduct, 


which have a Reſpect to his Ignorance, his F rail- 


ty, his Depreſſion, as a limited Creature. An 


Angel of Light, a Saint in Glory, may be capa- 
5 


1 35 J 


ble of 3 thoſe enlarged and compre- 
henſive Views: but 1 in a Being ſo contracted and 


ny imperfect as Man upon Earth, all juſt and f 


uſeful Sentiment, all proper and praiſe-worthy 
Conduct, muſt neceſſarily move within certain 
Bounds: He muſt commence with the Individu- 
al, he may in Progreſs, comprehend a great 
Multitude; but the Law of his Nature forbids 
him to ariſe to Univerſality. The Intenſeneſs of 
our Affections, and the Efficacy of them; ' muſt 
be in Proportion to the Number of their Objects, 
and the Extent of their Sphere. The World, 
and Mankind, are Ideas altogether indiſtinct, 
and never can excite diſtinct, that is, vigorous, 


efficacious, -uſeful Emotions. The Man who has 


no Country but the former, and no fellow Citi- 
zens but the latter, has really no Country at all, 
and will hardly be a tolerable Citizen in any Place. 
This refined Notion of Patriotiſm expands the 
Mind over a Surface much too large for it to 
cover, and ſtretches it out to a Conſiſtency, 

which its natural Frame and Strength will not 
bear ; like a Piece of ſolid Gold, beat out into 
Leaf, or drawn into Wire; what it gains in Ex- 

tent, it loſes in Value: its Uſe is totally changed, 
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OC. 
it is ho longer a valuable and effectual Inſtrument 
of Commerce among Men; it is only fit for 

gilding Baubles, and glittering in the Eye. 


| Our Obje& this Day, my dear Countrymen, 
is to praiſe Gop, for his Goodneſs to Great-Bri- 
tain: And your Hearts, your U nderſtanding, 
and your Religion, concur in calling you to this 
divine Employment. You cannot but wiſh that 
this highly favoured Land, ſhould ill flouriſh 
and proſper ; that your Poſterity ſhould have the 
Bleſſings which you poſſeſs, tranſmitted to them; 
and as an Expreſſion of this Wiſh and Deſire, 
| you have aſſembled, to ſtir up your own Minds, 
1 by way of Remembrance, and to put the riſing 


Generation upon Enquiry, that they may learn 
betimes to love, and reverence their Country, to . 
1 B perform the Duties which they owe to it, and to 
1 bleſs Gop who has I it ng the 


Nations, > 


CIARA, 


And verily, my Friends, you ſhall not loſe 
| your Reward, your honeſt Endeavours ſhall ſuc- 
f ceed : And if the Breaſt of ſo much as one ge- 
1 nerous Youth, be kindled into the ſacred Flame, 
= | -| FD vou 
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Wi 
you have done an eſſential Service to your Coun- 
try; for Individuals are that, to the State, which 
Samſon's celebrated Locks were to him; his 
Glory and his Strength at once; each particular 
Hair contributing its Proportion of Virtue, and 
conſequently poſſeſſing its Proportion of Value 


and Conſideration: 


9 


IT. Your Practice in «5 Obſervance of the 
Twelfth of Auguſt, is defenſible, nay highly 
commendable, in a moral as well as in a political 
Light. By what Means did Gop fave theſe Na- 
tions, at the Periods to which we have been re- 


ferring ? By the public and private Virtues ; by 


the good Senſe, the Piety, the Prayers, and the 
ſpirited and ſtrenuous Efforts of your venerable 
Anceſtors: The fame Means which were em- 
ployed to fave in the Time of Danger, muſt be 
employed to preſerve, in the Calmneſs of Safety 


and Peace. A State of Tranquility, ought not 
to be a State of Indolence and Security. The 
Arguments to vigilant, active Virtue, are as ob- 


vious, ſtriking and concluſive, as if there were 


apparent Danger of an Invaſion of our Religion 


and Liberties. By commemorating the Mercies 


of 
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T8081 
of Gop, and the. diſtinguiſhed Virtues of good 
Men, you, in Effect, exhibit the moſt powerful 
| Motives to the Study of Wiſdom and Goodneſs : 
By teaching Men to love their Country, you di- 


rectly inculcate upon them the Practice of every 


; private and public Virtue. Indeed I know but of 


one Way, in which the Generality have it in 


their Power to render eſſential public Service, and 


to diſcover a real Spirit of Patriotiſm. It is to 
look well to one particular Citizen; to reform 
the Vices, to improve and increaſe the Virtues of 
a certain Individual, to whom every one has con- 
tinual Acceſs; with whom he may, whenever he 
pleaſes, become throughly acquainted ; over 


whom he poſſeſſes no ſlender Degree of Influ- 


ence ; who has a great Deal in his Power ; and 


whoſe Power he may at any Time call forth into 
Exerciſe. You will eaſily perceive I am not go- 


ing to mention a Prince, nor a Miniſter of State. 


In truth, my Friend, this great, this conſequenti- 
al Perſon, is no other than yourſelf, On you, 


and you, and you, the Fate of your Country de- 
pends ; on you, it depends, whether Great-Bri- 
tain is to recover any of her Glory which may 
have departed, and preſerve what ſtill remains, 

and 
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[ 39 ] 
and acquire new Splendour : Or whether ſhe is ta 
fink in accumulated Shame and Diftreſs, involving 


in her Ruin, her guilty, inconſiderate, degene- 
rated Children, who refuſed to know the Things 
which belonged to their Peace, till they were for 
ever hid from their Eyes. Would you ſave your 


Country, be a good Man : If you ſucceed, you 
will have the Conſolation to think that you have 
contributed your ſlender Aid; if general Cor- 
ruption bring the Wrath of Heaven upon a fin- 
ful Land, you will at leaſt have the Satisfaction 
to refle&, that you bore an honeſt, though hum- 


ble Teſtimony to Gop and Virtue ; and that 


though you ſuffer 1 in the public C alamity, your 
inward Peace cannot be broken, nor the Virtues 
of a holy Life be taken away from you. 


It was 1 for modern Sagacity and Re- 


finement; for we have, in this Sentimental Age, 
5 Refinement i in all Sciences; it was referred for 


modern Sagacity to diſcover, that Profligacy and 
Patriotiſm were entirely conſiſtent; that the pub- 


lic Man might be an Object of Reſpect and Vene- 
ration, while the private Character was an Object 


of 
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F 0 
of juſt Averſion, Diſguſt and Contempt. Such 
pernicious Doctrine may go down with the pro- 
fligate themſelves, and be perhaps connived at by 


fome of the better Sort, in the fierceneſs of Con- 


tention, and the Intoxication of Party-Rage, but 


happily for the World, it cannot impoſe on Men 


in the calm Hours of Reflection. As the Tide 
of Factions ſubſides, the Sophiſtry appears, and 
no ſooner appears, than it is rejected with proper 
Indignation, for the Inſult it preſumes to offer to the 
Underſtanding of Mankind. For corrupted as the 


World is, to the praiſe of its remaining good Senſe 


and Diſcernment, private Vice ſooner or later 

proves a Milſtone about the Neck of public Pro- 

ſeſſion. and oyerwhelms it in merited Diſgrace. + 
+ conclude 


_ + Inthe Life of Colley Cibber, we have an Anecdote which well 
deſerves the Attention, of every one who appears in a public 
Character. A celebrated cotemporary Female. Performer, was 
notoriouſly of ſuch an abandoned private Life, that the Town 
would not permit her to per ſonate certain virtuous dramatic Cha- 
racters, though it was univerſally allowed , that her Talents, for 


the Exhibit tion of thoſe Characters, wore ſuperiorly exquiſite, 


L 4 Þ 
' I conclude with remarking, 


III. That Obſervances of this Sort, are uſeful 
and important in a religious View. They lead us 
to Gop our Maker and Preſerver: They teach us 
our conſtant and entire Dependence upon him; 
. hey mortify Pride; they kindle, and keep alive 
the Flame of Gratitude and Love. It was evi- 
dently for theſe Ends, that Gop was pleaſed to 
inſtitute that Ordinance to which my Text refers, 


He would have the Operations of his Hand care- 


fully obſerved, devoutly acknowledged, and faith- 
fully recorded; that while his People remember- 
ed they were Iſraelites, and Heirs of an earthly 
Canaan, they might not forget their higher Cha- 
racter, as Citizens of another Country, that is, 
an heavenly, 


The Study of the Divine Providence, is of all 


others, the moſt pleaſing, and the moſt uſeful, 


| while it improves the Underſtanding, it makes 


the Heart better. From the partial and imperfect 
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1 
Views given of it, in paſt Events and Tranſactions, 
we are led forwards in trembling Hope, to the 


grand Conſummation of the mighty Plan, when 
the myſteri ious intricate Chain, which we now be- 
hold onl; in ſeparate Links, in detached F rag. 
ments, ſhall be ſen extended at full length; its 
intricacies unravelled, and the Connection and 


Dependence of the foveral Parts clearly dic 


| cerned. 


Religion alone can reſolve the Difficulties, and 
decypher the Perplexities of Hiſtory, If we advert 
anly to ſecond Cauſes, if we conſider the Revo- 
lutions which have taken place in human Affairs, 


as the Effect merely of human Counſels, the Study 
is altogether- unprofitable. and unſatisfactory; the 


Proſpect melancholy and diſpleaſing. The whole 
is a vaſt Chaos, a huge Aſſemblage of indigeſted, 
diſcordant Materials, deſtitute of Beauty and 
Utility. Empires formed, flouriſhing, falling to 


pieces, as it were by Accident, aſtoniſhing the 


World, now by their Splendour, now by their 
Ruins, till theſe very Ruins are ſxallowed up, 
and they are remembered no more. But if we 

permit 


if 


K 


permit Religion to be our Inſtructor i in the Study 
of Hiſtory; if we are impreſſed with the Belief, 
that he Lord reigneth, that he who is ci in Heart, 

and mighty in Strength, continually ſuperintends 
and directs the Affairs of Men, then Light breaks 
out as in the Beginning, at God's Command, and 
pervades the obſcure Maſs: By Degrees, the ill- 
proportioned Members are reduced to their pro- 
per Size, by being brought to their proper Place: 
Under the all- ſubduing Hand of Omnipotence, a 
void, formleſs, jarring Chaos, becomes a beautiful, 

majeſtic, harmonious World: Then our own 
Place in this glorious Fabric is conſidered with 
more Attention, and improved to greater Advan- 
tage: Then the Hiſtory of our own Country is 
ſtudied with greater Pleaſure, and is productive of 
| . N Benefit. 


„Has Gor altinguiſhed us amidſt the Nations? 
Has Nature bleſſed us in our inſular Situation, 
and our nearneſs to the moſt important Continent 
on the Globe? Has Providence watched over 
the formation and maturing of the Conſtitution 
of our civil Government? Are our Religion and 


Liberty 


44 ] 


Liberty ſecured to us, by every ſanction of Law, 
by the watchful genius of the People, and by the 
guardian Power of Heaven | ? And ſhall this 
Queſtion, after all, oppreſs us, Wherein are ye 
better than others?” Can we ſtand the Expoſtula- 
tion which God employs in ſimilar Circumſtances, 
in that beautiful Allegory, Iſaiah v. I, 2, 3, 4 
My cell. beloved hath a V meyard in a very fruitful 
hill. And he fenced it, and gathered out the Stones 
thereof, and planted it woith the choiceſt Vine, and 
built a 7. ower in the midſt of it, and alſo made a Wine- 
Prefs therein; and he looked that it ſhould bring forth 
Grapes, and it brought forth Wild Grapes. And now, 
0 Inhabitants of Feruſalem, and Men of Judah, 
judge, ] pray you, betwixt me and my V. ineyard. What 
could , have been done more to my Vineyard, that I have 
not done i in 11? Wherefore when I looked that it ſhould 
bring forth Grapes, brought it forth Wild Grapes? 
Shall I repeat the Sequel? Hoping it may, by the 
blefling + of God, prove an uſeful Warning, Iwill; 
And naw go lo; I will tell you what I will do to my 
J. ingyard, 1 will take away the H edges thereof, and it 


1 ſhall be eaten up: and breał down the Wall thereof, 


and it ſhall be trodden down. And I will lay it waſte; 
„ * 
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it ſhall not he pruned nor digged, but there ſhall cams 
up Briers and Thorns: I will alſo command the Gu | 


that rain us Rain upon it. 


To 3 fo fearful, let us re- 
turn together to the Lord from whom we have re- 


volted; let us break off our Sins by Righteouſ- 


nels; in this ow Day, let us conſider the Things 
which belong to our Peace, before they are hid 


| from our Eyes. Does not an Argument ariſe 


out of every Paſſage of our Hiſtory, out of every 


Privilege we enjoy, out of the Service of this 
Day, out of our preſent comfortable Circumſtan- 


ces, to love God more, and ſerve him better than 


we have done. = 


— 


Ifum up all in the Words of an elegant Author: 
« Whilſt we glory in the Title of Engliſhmen and 


Britons, let us not forget that we are to ſupport: 
the ſtill higher Titles of Men and of Chriſtians. 

Let us remember, that however reaſonable and. 
2 


1 Mr. Rotheram's Sermon on the Anniverſary of- his Majeis 
Inauguration. 
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[46 1 
praiſe-warthy 1 it me be at i pref, to > cultivate 
mily, a particular SCE A "Oats; yet the 
Time will come, when all theſe partial Affections, 
theſe narrow] Attachments ſhall. be obliterated ; 
when the godlike Plan of Chriſtianity thall have 
its full Effect, when our Hearts ſhall be en- 


larged. and every Boſom filled with univerſal 


Benevolence. Ihe Time will come when all 


Diſtinctions ſhall be forgotten, but thoſe eternal 


Diſtinctions of the virtuous and the wicked; 


and when the worthy and the good of all Na- 


tions a be united together, in eternal Bonds of 
Love. | 


*© Looking forward therefore to that Time, and 


with all the Affection that becomes us for our 


awn Country, joining all the Benevolence that is 
due to others, let us with the good Patriarch 
confeſs that we are Strangers and Pilgrims on 
the Earth; and whilſt we enjoy, and are thank. 
ful for our preſent Happineſs, let us, like him, 
wait for thoſe better Promiſes, of which we have 
Fl Froſpect far off; and being with him + hs 

of 
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I them, and embracing them i in our Minds, let 
us direct our Deſires towards that better, that 


common, that heavenly Country, where we truſt 


that the good ſelected from all Mankind ſhall 


meet in endleſs Blifs,” 
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